The Fishermen of Galilee
40

Characters (in order of appearance)

· Zebedee

· Up to 9 fishermen

· Small boy to play Barnabas

Scene: Boat – fishermen mending nets – other people standing around.  For nets use garden bean netting with corks attached, for boat, one side only out of cardboard.

Children sing - 2nd verse of Galilee

Fisherman no 1

Shalom Zebedee!  Have you only got the servants to help you today?  Where are James and John?

Zebedee
Didn’t you hear?  They went with that new teacher, Jesus of Nazareth.

No 1
You mean they’ve left home to go with him?

Zebedee
Yes, we were sitting here mending our nets when he came and called them.  Peter and Andrew have gone too.

No 1
Well, that’s four good fishermen the less.

Zebedee
Yes, but Jesus said that he was going to make them into fishers of men.

Poem
From the lakeside Jesus called them
Think on this and think again
Come with me and I will teach you
From henceforth to fish for men

Children sing - I will make you fishers of men
Poem
From fisher’s net, from fig-tree’s shade
God gathers whom he will
Touched by his grace, such men are made
His purpose to fulfil

O grant us grace that to thy call
Obedient we may be
And cheerfully forsaking all
May follow only thee

No 2
They say this Jesus of Nazareth can do miracles, but I’ve not seen any.

No 1
Why, where have you been?  I thought everyone in Galilee knew about Jesus.

No 2
I’ve been visiting my relatives down south.  Tell me about some of Jesus’ miracles.

No 1
Did you hear what happened at Cana?  They say he turned water into wine.

No 3
Oh yes, my cousin was one of the servants at the wedding.  They were worried because they ran out of wine, but this man just told them to draw out of the waterpots and when they poured it out, it was wine!  And the best wine at the feast, too.

Poem
There once was a wedding at Cana
And Jesus was one of the guests
And a wonderful miracle happened
When the servants obeyed his behest      (suggest ‘request’ instead)

For the water they drew in their pitchers
Was turned into wine of the best
That day of the wedding at Cana
When Jesus was one of the guests

Poem
We have no wine to give our guests
And the ruler calls for more
Only six tall water jars
That stand beside the door

The power that made the bunch of grapes
That clusters on the vine
That power in the Saviour’s hands
Shall make the water wine

No 1
He can cure the sick, too.  People are bringing their friends to be cured from all over Galilee.

No 4
Well, I find this hard to understand.  I’m from Nazareth and I know his family.  Why, I believe his father’s the local carpenter!  How can this man be anyone special?

No 5
He cured the centurion’s servant without even going near him!  You know the centurion who built the synagogue?  He came and asked Jesus to cure his servant and Jesus made him better without even going to see him.

No 6
And what about Jairus’s daughter?  Haven’t you heard how he raised her from the dead?

No 4
Raised the dead!  I don’t believe it.

No 6
Oh, it’s quite true.  The little girl was very ill and Jairus asked Jesus to come and heal her.  But there was such a crowd that before they could reach the house, a message came to say that she was dead.

No 7
But Jesus went to the house just the same.  When he got there, he told the people not to worry, because she was just asleep.

No 4
There, I knew it wasn’t true!

No 6
But it was!  Everyone laughed because they knew that she was dead.  Jesus took her by the hand and brought her back to life.

No 7
I saw her yesterday, running about and playing.

No 8
Young Barnabas is coming – he looks excited today.  What have you got in your basket, Barnabas?

Barnabas
Nothing now.  It did have my tea in it.  I took it for a picnic.

No 8
And what did you take?

Barnabas
5 barley loaves and 2 fishes.

No 1
You’ve got a big appetite!  Have you eaten all that yourself? 

Barnabas
No, I gave it to Jesus and he shared it out.

No 8
That wouldn’t go far among 12 disciples!

Barnabas
Oh, he gave it to a lot more people than that!  Thousands of them.

No 8
Now look here, Barnabas, it’s no good telling us a tall story like that.

Zebedee
Leave the lad alone – it’s quite true.  The people all followed Jesus round the other side of the lake and they had no food with them.  Andrew took the lad to Jesus and after giving thanks, Jesus broke up the 5 loaves and the 2 fishes and fed over 5,000 people!  There was enough for everyone and there were 12 baskets of bits left over.

Poem
How shall we feed this multitude
For the day is nearly sped
There’s only a boy with 2 small fish
And 5 round loaves of bread

The power that made the grain of wheat
That ripens on the stem
That power in the Saviour’s hands
Shall feed 5,000 men

No 9
That truly is a miracle.  I well remember James and John telling me about being with Jesus on the lake when a storm arose.

Poem
Fierce was the billow wild
Dark was the night
Oars laboured heavily
Foam glimmered white

Trembled the mariners
Peril was nigh
Then saith the Son of God
Peace – it is I

Children sing - If I had been in that little ship (Sing to the Lord no 48)
No 9
Jesus even has power over the winds and the sea obeys him.

No 4
Well, after hearing all these stories, I must agree that truly this Jesus must be the prophet the world has been waiting for.

Children sing – 3rd verse of Galilee

THE END

